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Sylvan Hills Middle School Vision

Sylvan Hills Middle School will provide a nurturing and safe environment where students become critical thinkers, problem solvers, lifelong learners, and productive citizens.

Mission

Our mission is to provide a nurturing, yet challenging, learning environment that ensures high expectations for all students while implementing instruction that fosters individual learning styles through real-world applications and technologies in order to promote the exchange of knowledge and skills based on Common Core State Standards.  We commit to a comprehensive system of support to ensure this outcome.

COURSE DESCRIPTION

Sixth grade is the first year of a two-year World Area Studies course. Sixth grade students study Latin America, Canada, Europe, and Australia. The goal of this two-year course is to acquaint middle school students with the world in which they live. The geography domain includes both physical and human geography. The intent of the geography domain is for students to begin to grasp the importance geography plays in their everyday lives. The government/civics domain focuses on selected types of government found in the various areas so as to help students begin to understand the variety of governments in the world. The economics domain builds on the K-5 economics; however, the focus shifts from the United States to how other countries answer the basic questions of economics. The history domain focuses on major events in each region during the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. 
LEARNING OUTCOMES

The student will be able to answer these questions:

1. Why study this place?

2. Where is this place?

3. What is the history of this place?

4. What is this place like today?

5. What type of government does this place have?

TEXTS, READINGS, AND INSTRUCTIONAL RESOURCES

Required Text:  N/A
Sylvan Hills’s Grading Procedures and Scale
The school-wide assignment tasks and assigned weights include the following:

	As Assignment Tasks
	Weight

	Classwork/Participation
	25%

	Tests
	20%

	Quizzes
	15%

	Projects
	30%

	Homework
	10%


Grading Policy:

A:  90 – 100% 
B:  80 – 89%        C:  70 -79%         F: 69% and below

Behavior Polices:  Students are expected to follow the Sylvan Ready Class Rules:  Be Respectful, Be Punctual, Be Prepared, Be Presentable, and Be Engaged.  Students who do not follow these rules will receive consequences in accordance with the Sylvan Hills Middle School Discipline Policy.
ACADEMIC HONESTY

Students are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic honesty. Plagiarism occurs when a student uses or purchases ghost-written papers or products. It also occurs when a student utilizes ideas or information obtained from another person without giving credit to that person. If plagiarism or another act of academic dishonesty occurs, it will be dealt with in accordance with the academic misconduct policy as stated in the Atlanta Public Schools Handbook.
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